CHAPTER V

THE VICTORY OF THE RADICALS

THE soldiers who fought through the war to vic-
tory or to defeat had been at home nearly two
years before the radicals developed sufficient
strength to carry through their plans for a revolu-
tionary reconstruction of the Southern States. At
the end of the war a majority of the Northern
people would have supported a settlement in
accordance with Lincoln's policy. Eight months
later a majority, but a smaller one, would have
supported Johnson's work had it been possible to
secure a popular decision on it. How then did the
radicals gain the victory over the conservatives?
The answer to this question is given by James
Ford Rhodes in terms of personalities: "Three
men are responsible for the Congressional policy
of Reconstruction: Andrew Johnson, by his ob-
stinacy and bad behavior; Thaddeus Stevens,
by his vindictiveness and parliamentary tyranny:
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